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Upcoming 
                  
¶ Check out the Com- 

       munity Education  

       Pamphlets on the  

       table.  

       Get signed up! 

 

 

¶ Free Fishing Semi-

nar Tuesday, March 

16th at the church. See 

Page 2 for more info. 

 
       March has arrived and it would seem like a lit-

tle moderation of the winter with it.  I canôt believe 

how warm 30 degrees actually feels.  I sure do like 

seeing the melting going on around the church.  We 

have a lot of snow out here and the piles need to be 

reduced a little.  It sure does make a difference in 

the attendance on Sunday as well.  We had a very 

full house on Sundayé.this is a good thing.  Come 

on spring we have been waiting for you. 

      We lost another one of our dear folks this past 

week.  Doris Stoops passed away Sunday morning.  

She had been in the nursing home for over 3 years.  

It had become a long journey for her.  These are 

always tough times for those families who are glad 

their loved ones are not struggling anymore, but 

they also miss them so.  Life certainly has no par-

ticular guarantees on how it will end.  I have never 

found words that could explain every turn and every 

path we might have to walk, and my only thought is 

that, and Iôve said it often, you had better have 

something in your life that is greater than whatever 

circumstance you may have to face.  Doris was a 

sweet lady that we all will miss.  I so remember her 

sitting in the back row of the old church and then 

her finding her way up behind me after the service 

to give me a word of encouragement.  Pray for her 

family and their loss. 

      Becky is going over to the doctorôs office this 

afternoon (Tuesday) to remove the IV line.  Thatôs 

right; sheôs done with the medications today.  All of 

her tests have come back good and we are hoping 

this is now behind her.  It has been a pretty amazing 

few days and Iôve learned a lot in the process.  I do 

want to thank so many of you who have been so 

good about sending cards, bringing over food, and 

praying for her during this time: there are so many 

to thank.   She is still a little tired but we think once 

the medications are out of her system that should 

begin to change as well.  I think she is looking for- 

 

ward to getting back to work and doing a little 

more once again around the church.  It has been 

good to see her face back here again. 

       I want to again promote our adult Sunday 

school class which meets in the big room on Sun-

day mornings.  We are doing a spiritual gifts 

inventory there.  Right now we are taking some 

time to explain spiritual gifts in preparation for 

our take home inventory coming a couple of 

weeks.  It is still not too late to get in there and 

join us. 

       People have been asking about the outreach 

concert in September and I would like to just say 

that everything is moving forward with that.  The 

date is September 25th and we are pretty excited 

about doing something like this for our commu-

nity and certainly for what we are hoping it can 

be in terms of an outreach to those who might be 

looking for a church home.  Ricky Skaggs has a 

letter he has posted on his web site about the new 

focus of their concerts and their music direction.  

We are going to post that in next weekôs newslet-

ter just so you can see where his heart is and what 

he believes they can do for the kingdom.  It is a 

great letteréyouôll have to read it.  We will be 

talking more about this and how to get tickets and 

all that in the coming weeks. 

       Sunday is our 2nd message in ñThe Cross 

101ò.   We are doing the fundamentals of the faith 

by looking at our spiritual lives through promise 

of the cross.  This week we look at the Old Testa-

ment Isaiah and his words concerning the coming 

Messiah.   Weôll talk more on Sunday, have a 

great week. 

 

         Clyde 
 



February 28, 2010  

 

Sunday School      $     36.98                         

General                 $ 9,076.50    

Vision II                 $ 5,469.00 

Mission                  $    204.00  

Weds. Night Meal  $    164.00  

 

Gift Cards:  

Hy-Vee and Sunshine gift 

cards are available each Sun-

day at church. The church 

receives 5% of each sale to-

ward our Vision Fund.  These 

gift cards can be used for gro-

ceries, gas, pharmacy, etc.  

This is an easy and painless 

way to make this fund grow!  

Please consider purchasing 

cards.  Thank you! 

Events and Updates 
¶ Menôs Bible Study meets each Monday 7pm at the church.  

¶ College/Young CareerðJoin us for a home-cooked meal this Sunday noon. 

 

¶ Community EducationðLook for the Registration Forms on the tablesðRegistration Forms have dates and times 

classes are offered.  Please get SIGNED UP for these classes this week: 

       -  March 16, 7pmðPaint like Picassoðhand at watercolor painting.        

       -  April 10, 2pm  Photography 

       - April 18, 2pm April Showers bring May flowersðlearn how to arrange them. 

 

¶ Womenôs Book Club meets the second Wednesday of the month at Bagel Boy, 9am.  Reading ñSame Kind of 

Different as Meò by Ron Hall/Denver Moore. 

¶ Senior Citizens meet at the Frynô Pan March 8, 6pm. Church afterward.   

¶ Elders meet on March 11, 7pm; Consistory meets at 8pm.  Cleone Leistra serves. 

¶ Free Fishing Seminar March 16 at churchðSee info below. 
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 FREE FISHING SEMINAR  

TUESDAY, MARCH 16 

 
6:00-6:45pm:   Join us for a Free Campfire 

              Meal and Registration 

7:00-7:25pm:  Guest speaker from SD Dept. 

              Game Fish and Parks 

7:30-8:30pm:   Seminar Presentation  

                         by Todd Heitkamp 

             Everyone WelcomeðInvite a Friend! 

          Location:  Community Reformed Church 

Free Door Prizes! 

Finances at a Glance:  YEAR-TO-DATE STATUS  
 
2009 Weekly Goal:          $   8,917.00    

Year-To-Date Offering:   $ 78,078.39 

Year-To Date Goal:         $ 77,285.00 

Ahead/(Behind):              $      793.39 

Vision Fund Balance:      $ 99,795.09 

¶ Do you have a four-drawer File Cabi-

net that locks you no longer need ? Let 

Connie know as she needs one for the 

office.   

 

¶ If  you have changes to your address/

phone number/email, please let the 

office know so we can  update our re-

cords.  Thank you! 

 

¶ If you know someone new who is com-

ing to our church and would like to get 

The Communicator, e-mail Connieð 

      adminassistant@communityrc.org 

VISION FUND II UPDATE  

Pledge Goal:         $1,000,000.00 

Amount Pledged:  $   684,095.00 

Total received:       $  376,559.51 



 Womenôs Ministry 
 

Womenôs Business meeting on March 9th, 6pm. at church.  

 

MARCH Small Groups: 

 
¶ Peace Small Group meets Thursday, March 4, 7pm, at the church, in the meeting room near 

Connieôs office.  Enter through the office door.  Susan hosts and leads.  Everyone is welcome; 

bring a friend! 

¶ Faith Small Group meets March 15, 9:30am at Perkins on 41st Street, across from the West-

ern Mall, for breakfast. 

¶ Joy Small Group meets on March 18, 7pm. 

¶ Hope Small Group meets on March 18, 7pm. 

  

    Beth Moore Study meets on Monday nights, 6:30pm for six more weeks. 

         Prayer Pocket 

Keeping you in our prayers!  

Concerns:  
 
¶ Bob Wesselink underwent hip 

replacement surgery in Mayo 
on Tuesday. 

¶ Carol Bakerôs brother, Russell, 
¶ Becky Teel got her IV out on 

Tuesday. 
¶ Gary & Jan Ramesô grand-

daughter  
¶ Twins Tyson and Taysia Blom 

are now home with their family. 
¶ Chuck Leahy  
 
 

Celebration:  
 
A baby boy, Hudson 
Lee, born to Eric & 
Jamelee Van Donge 
on February 24. 
 
A baby girl, Maelyn 
Jo, born to Andy & 
Jessica Herda on February 24. 

Cancer Patients : 
 
¶ Kathy Bramstedt   
¶ Jackie Hollemanôs father-in-law,  
       Jack Berghuis 
¶ Brian Mettler 
¶ Vi Slechtaôs son, Lon 
    
 
 
 
 

Condolences:  
 
Sympathy to these families: 
Galen Stoops on the death of his wife, 
Doris; also to Rick & Marla Stoops & 
Matt  on the death of Rickôs mother. 
 
The family of Tom & Robin Jacobs on 
the death of Tomôs father, Doug. 
 
The family of Todd & Kim Backes on the 
death of Toddôs uncle Jim. 
 
 

Community Prayer: 
Lord, whole - heartedly we call on You to hold our hands; to 
wisely and tenderly guide us. Thank you for your eternal 
love.  You are our strength and refuge.  Because we love 
you, we enter Your presence to be near You, to see Your 
point - of - view.  We rise early in the morning to call on 
You, to be close to You.  In the night we study Your Word 
to be drawn to You.  We won't give the devil a foothold in 
our lives.  
You are all we want; we'll tell the world about You. Amen 
(from Psalm 73; Psalm 119; Ephesians 4)  

 
The Leadership of Community Reformed Church  



 

From the Desk of Liz 

Youth & Adult 
Events:  
 

 
 
 
 
    
¶ Three-year-oldðAdult 

Sunday School 
classes. 

 
¶ If youôre interested in 

volunteering in the 
nursery, please contact 
Cheryl Kolbrek at Kol-
brek@msn.com.  

  
¶ Mid-Week on Wednes-

daysð(Rotation Model 
for K-5 as well as 6th 
Grade Youth Group 
and Middle School 
Youth Group (7th & 
8th) and adult classes. 

         
           

       
 
 
 

See you at 
the Spring 
Fling this 
Saturday 
evening!  

 

Thank you to everyone who purchased tickets to the Spring Fling Banquet!  Our 

final count was 123 tickets sold!  This is the most we have ever sold for this 

event!  Remember that the meal will begin at 6:00 on Saturday evening.  Also, I 

need to say that we donôt give out actual tickets for this event.  Purchasing tick-

ets just secures your place at the meal.  We have a big list of everyone who is 

coming, along with name cards at each place.  I and the kids are looking forward 

to this great night. 

 

VBS is on the calendar for June 6-10.  Each night, we will begin around 6:30 pm 

and will end around 8:30 pm.  Heather DeWit is the director.  If you are willing 

to help her, please contact her via email at heather.dewit@gmail.com.  She will 

need teachers, crafters, kitchen help, gamers, runners, and helpers.  Karen Roet-

man is heading up the decorating this year, so if you are interested in helping 

with that, please contact her at 371-2207.  This yearôs topic is ñHigh Seasòé a 

nautical theme!  Iôm super excited for how this will impact our children! 

 

This is the last week I will mention the School-Based Mentor program in our 

local area.  Right now, there are students in and around Sioux Falls who are 

waiting for mentors.  The School-Based Mentor Program empowers youth to 

succeed by establishing trusting relationships with adult volunteers.  Mentors 

have a significant impact on youth by increasing self-esteem, providing guid-

ance, and developing consistent, long-term friendships.  Volunteers spend an 

hour a week with an elementary, middle, or high school student at school.  I 

think this is such a great opportunity!  If you are willing to mentor a student or if 

you just have questions about how this works, please do one of the following:  

visit the website at www.mentoring.lsssd.org, email mentoring@lsssd.org, or 

call 221-2403.  Really pray about this.  So many kids are in desperate need of 

solid mentoring relationships with adults.  I know it will be a blessing for you 

and for the student! 

 

If you havenôt already noticed the beautiful camp display in the narthex, I en-

courage you to take a look in the corner near the nursery.  Special thanks to Joni 

Merkley for setting that up for us!  That table contains information about regis-

trations, camps, costs, etc.  Inspiration Hills has camp experiences for kids who 

have completed Kindergarten up through kids who are in high school.  There are 

lots of outstanding possibilities for kids to grow in Christ at Inspiration Hills.  

Please check out the display and let me know if you have any questions. 

 

I think thatôs it for me this week. 

 

Until next time, 

 
Liz 

youthpastor@communityrc.org 

mailto:heather.dewit@gmail.com
http://www.mentoring.lsssd.org/
mailto:mentoring@lsssd.org
mailto:youthpastor@communityrc.org


 

 

 

 

 

 
Haiti Mission 

 

An email received January 14: 

 

Reformed Church World Service has responded with an initial 

contribution of $10,000 to earthquake relief efforts in Haiti. 

 

Pray for the people of Haiti, especially for those who are injured, 

homeless, or have lost loved ones. Pray also for the hundreds of 

rescue workers and disaster recovery personnel. 

 

Donate to provide water, blankets, temporary shelter, and food to 

the tens of thousands who are homeless. 

 

The initial support is directed through the RCAôs partner, 

Church World Service (CWS)), which has staff permanently 

placed in Haiti and the Dominican Republic and therefore is able 

to mobilize quickly. In the early days of the response, CWS will 

be providing blankets, water, and hygiene and baby kits. 

 

We are emptying our warehouse in Maryland.  Weôre intending 

to ship over 25,000 hygiene kits and several thousand baby kits.  

Thatôs almost everything weôve got.  Thereôs a desperate need to 

replenish our supplies. I urge churches and individuals who are 

seeking a way to help to put these kits together and ship them to 

us as soon as possible.ò 

 

We are taking a mission offering for Haiti the rest of the month 

and will divide it to the RCWS and to Pam P 

 

 

 

 

 

  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THANK YOU NOTES  

 

Missions CONSISTORY ASSIGNMENTS 

 
 

 

 

 

Technologyééééééééééééé...éJaron DeWit 

 

Youth/Educationéé.Russ Hoogendoorn, Susan Bierwagen) 

                (Staff Liz Teel 

 

Missionsééééééé.é..Joel Blankers, Mike Hilbrands 

                 (Staff Karen Sumner) 

 

Assimilationééé...Arlan Burggraaf, Harlan Van Meeteren 

   (Staff Karen Sumner) 

 

Fellowshipééééééééééééééé..Tom Bosch 

 

Worshipééééééééééééé...é..Harvey Odens 

 

PPRééééééééééé.Ross Larson, Mike Hilbrands 

 

Communionéééééé.Susan Bierwagen, Cleone Leistra 

 

Propertyéééééé..Myron Garrels, Mark Van Meeteren, 

                              Stan Deelstra, Aaron Van Volland 

 

Financesééé..Josh Merkley, Spencer Larsen, Brad Wilson 
 

     The Elders meet the second Thursday of the month, 7pm 

     Consistory meets the second Thursday of the month, 8pm 

 

       

 
 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

       

 

 

 

 

       Words cannot express  how thankful we are for our church family! Thank you for your thoughtful words of 

sympathy and encouragement. We feel very loved and prayed for! We received many sympathy cards and memo-

rials to the vision fund. We chose this memorial focus because Lawrence was so excited that Community Re-

formed was building this wonderful facility. Although he never got to see the finished product, he always hoped 

that he would be well enough to see it to completion. 

       To the Senior Citizens and Thursday morning gentlemen: Lawrence loved spending time with all of you! 

Many of you took the time to send cards and visit him. He appreciated everything! 

       Thank you to the food committee who took care of the lunch following the memorial service. 

       A heartfelt thank-you to Pastor Clyde and Pastor John. You have been there so many times over the past years 

for Lawrence and us. We appreciate the message each of you gave during the celebration of Lawrenceôs life ser-

vice. Our family felt that you really understood this man the way we did.  You touched many hearts. May God 

bless all of you! 

 

Norm and Phyllis De Haai and Family 

March Mission of the month is for  The 

Banquet, which we serve on April 22.  

The funds we receive will pay for the 

evening dinner we serve. 

 

Union Gospel Mission Love Gift for 

this month is personal hygiene itemsð

toothpaste, toothbrushes, razors, 

combs, brushes, etc.  There is a basket 

in the coatroom where you can bring 

your love gift. 

 
 

 

 

 
     

              

            Mission Trip To Haiti 

 

Sharen Harms and a team of others left on 

a mission trip to Haiti on Tuesday, March 

2.  Please keep them in prayer as there are 

many needs and obstacles in their work to 

the people in Haiti. 

 


