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Upcoming 

Sunday School Meeting May 

12, 7-8pm.  Come with your 

ideasðwe need your input. 

 

Pick up your Ricky Skaggs 

Concert Tickets this Sunday if 

possible; otherwise pick up at 

the office during the week. 

 

Ricky Skaggs concert tickets 

on sale.  Call the office.  See 

his Mission Statement on  

Page 5. 

 

 

Last week I might have spoken out of turn.  I 

thought spring had arrived and then wondered if I 

might be ahead of myself.  It got a little chilly this 

weekend and now Iôve even heard that the end of 

this week could bring temperatures into the 30ôs 

again and highs in the low 50ôs.  I donôt know about 

this.  It does keep us guessing doesnôt it?  Sooner or 

later the warm will return.  Now, how is that for a 

prediction?  No matter what though it is still better 

than how things looked and felt about 3 months ago.  

We best not forget how that all was going.  Come 

on spring, we are waiting! 

Liz has been organizing a meeting for our Sunday 

program and I know how very much she would like 

a good number of people to come to that meeting.  

She has some very good questions to discuss and 

she is looking for feedback.  The purpose is to 

gather from you your assessment of how we are 

doing in our education programs.  She wants to 

know what your children like, dislike, what moti-

vates them to come, what changes could we make, 

what we want them to know before they graduate 

and leave home for the first time, and so on.  It is a 

meeting designed to hear from each of you.  I think 

it is very important.   We have been blessed here 

with great teachers, great families, and lots of chil-

dren, especially the younger ones which we giggle 

about each Sunday.  Therefore, it really does matter 

what we do and how we do what we do for their 

sake.  If you can be a part of this, I know she would 

greatly appreciate it.  See you on Wednesday night 

the 12th of May at 7pm. 

I know that many of you will traveling out of town 

in the coming weeks for graduations and motherôs 

day.  I hope you all have safe travels and that you 

enjoy those special times with your families.  We 

have a number of our young people who are gradu-

ating as well and there are so many new families 

now that it is hard for us to know who they all might 

be.  I just know these are important steps in the lives 

of these young people, and we certainly do wish 

them the very best.   

Once again this week we have received word that 

another one of our church members have lost a 

parent.  The prayer list continues to be filled with 

these kinds of request.  I do want those families 

to know how much we do care and how much we 

want you all to be in our prayers.  It does matter 

to us and even though we are getting to be a 

ñbigò place, that doesnôt mean you donôt have 

friends here.  Please Community continue to 

pray for these folks and do what you always do 

so very well. 

If you are wondering how the ticket sales went 

for the concert the word is we donôt have many 

left.  We have not advertised any of this yet to 

the community and now we are trying to deter-

mine what direction to go.  There has been some 

talk of doing a second show maybe on Sunday, 

but I have no idea at this point in the week 

(Monday) if that is even a possibility.  We have 

wanted to use this as an outreachéso how many 

more in the area would come.  These are things 

we are asking right now.  I am going to publish 

his mission statement in this weekôs newsletter.  

Share that with your friends.  I admire his mes-

sage in this.   Pray for the event.  You never know 

who may be there and what can happen.  I did a 

wedding last weekend for a family and the result 

of that one action is already producing more fruit 

than I could have ever imagined.  It matters what 

we do beyond the ñwallsò of the church. 

The sermon for Sunday is still in the works.  I 

have actually received a number of suggestions 

about ñwhat is nextò as I shared with you this past 

Sunday.  I have enjoyed the conversations with a 

number of you already.  I am hearing a very com-

mon theme from all of youéisnôt that interesting.  

I am looking at a new series.  Weôll talk more on 

Sunday, have a great week! 
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Gift Cards:  

Hy-Vee and Sunshine gift 

cards are available each Sun-

day at church. The church 

receives 5% of each sale to-

ward our Vision Fund.  These 

gift cards can be used for gro-

ceries, gas, pharmacy, etc.  

This is an easy and painless 

way to make this fund grow!  

Please consider purchasing 

cards.  Thank you! 

Events and Updates 
THIS SUNDAY, MAY 9é 

 

¶ Sacrament of Baptism at the 11am service for twins Chase & Avery Dekker, children of Brent & 

Sue Dekker. 

¶ The carnations you purchased from Eden will be displayed on Motherôs Day this Sunday.  Please 

take home the carnations you ordered following the service you attend.  An insert will be placed in 

the bulletin listing the names. 

¶ No College/young career home-cooked meal this SundayðJoin us next Sunday, which will be the last meal 

served. 

¶ Please pick up your Ricky Skaggs concert tickets this week if possible. 

¶ There are still tickets available for the Ricky Skaggs concert September 25, 7pm.  Cost: $20. 

       

          ~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

¶ Senior Citizens will meet at the Frynô Pan May 10, 6pm.  Church afterward.  Delna serves. 

¶ Womenôs Book Club meets May 12, 9am at Bagel Boy. They are reading Her Motherôs Hope by Francine Rivers 

for the month of May. 

¶ Elders meet on May 13, 7pm; Consistory meets 8pm.  Arlan Burggraaf serves. 

¶ Bethany Christian Services is holding its 13th annual Golf Benefit in support of children and families! 

It will be held on Friday, June 18th at Spring Creek Golf and Country Club with shotgun starting at 12:00 

noon.  We need four people to play a four-person scramble in this benefitðit will cost you nothing to par-

ticipate.  The church gives a donation for the benefit. If you are interested, please call the office.  Deadline 

May 18th.  Questions, please contact Daron Van Beek  361-9587 
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Finances at a Glance:  YEAR-TO-DATE STATUS  
 
2009 Weekly Goal:          $    8,917.00    

Year-To-Date Offering:   $162,894.70 

Year-To Date Goal:         $157,063.03 

Ahead/(Behind):              $    5,831.67  

Vision Fund Balance:      $  90,826.90 

 

¶ If you know of someone attending who would like to receive the weekly newsletter, please let the of-

fice know. 

 

¶ Have you changed addresses, no longer have a landline, new phone number, or e-mail, please contact 

the office so we can update your record.  Thank you. 

 

¶ We have several  containers/pans that need to be picked up in the Gathering Room by the coffee bar.   

       Please pick up within the next two weeks.  Thank you. 

          

¶ Mark your calendars for the Family Camp at Inspiration Hills August 6-8.  We have ten spaces re-

served.  There are no cabins available this year.  Please call the office if you would like to reserve a 

space. Cost: $15/space per night for the water/electrical hook-ups.  Tents are $12/night. 

 

VISION FUND II UPDATE  

Pledge Goal:         $1,000,000.00 

Amount Pledged:  $   684,095.00 

Total received:       $  399,556.51 

May 2, 2010 

 

Sun. School    $       24.25            

 

General          $10,360.00 

Vision            $  3,292.00 

Mission          $     112.00     
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 Womenôs Ministry 

         Prayer Pocket 

Keeping you in our prayers!  

Concerns:  
¶ Linda Sheley underwent hip replace-

ment surgery on Monday. 

¶ Pete Valentine  

¶ Clazina Van Wyhe is doing better. 

¶ Cal Klein remains in the hospital. 

recovering from his surgery. 

¶ Rob Dykstraðback surgery went 

well and he is at home. 

¶ Bob Smith 

¶ Jan Rames 

¶ Ruby Overweg is doing better. 

¶ Kookie Dolittle 

¶ Betty Cady will undergo hip replace-

ment surgery on May 7. 

¶ John & Marcia Thornton & girls 

while John is on sabbatical. 

¶ Marcia Thorntonôs mom dealing with 

some health issues. 

¶ Betty Almas, Sudanese neighbor at 

our old church, has Cancer of the 

Liver. 

¶ Max Voss is struggling with health 

issues. 

¶ Margie DeStigterôs Aunt Miny Boon 

had a very extensive long surgery but 

she did not have to have her arm am-

putated.  An answer to prayer. 

Cancer Patients : 
 
¶ Wade Frieseôs surgery scheduled May 20th 

at Mayo.   

¶ Brian Mettler 

 

Condolences: 

 
¶ Sympathy to the family of Marlon & Jenay 

Silvis on the death of Jenayôs father, Richard 

Briggs.   

 

          
     Celebration:  
 
Matt & Jenae Marcus on the birth of 

their daughter, Claire Marie, born April 

30.  She weighed 6lbs., 1 oz. 

 

Paul & Melissa Leistra were united in 

marriage on May 1 in Washington, DC.  

Paul is the son of Roger and Cleone 

Leistra. 

Community Prayer: 
Lord, whole - heartedly we call on You to hold our hands; to 
wisely and tenderly guide us. Thank you for your eternal 
love.  You are our strength and refuge.  Because we love 
you, we enter Your presence to be near You, to see Your 
point - of - view.  We rise early in the morning to call on 
You, to be close to You.  In the night we study Your Word 
to be drawn to You.  We won't give the devil a foothold in 
our lives.  
You are all we want; we'll tell the world about You. Amen 
(from Psalm 73; Psalm 119; Ephesians 4)  

 
The Leadership of Community Reformed Church  

SMALL GROUPS MEET  
¶ Peace Small Group will meet Thursday, May 6, 7pm at the home of Becky Teel, 5309 S Lewis Ave. We will discuss 

Chapters 6 & 7 of Catching Fireflies by Patsy Clairmont.  Everyone is welcome! 

¶ Faith Small Group meets May 17, 1pm at the church. Leader is Marilyn Brink; Hostesses: Dolly Hoogendoorn & Vi 

Slechta. 

¶ Hope Small Group meets May 20, 7pm. HostessðDonna Humme; Carol Long has the lesson. 

¶ Joy Small Group meets on May 20, 7pm 
WOMEN OF FAITH ðST. PAUL, MNðFirst Reformed Church of Sioux Falls would like to invite you to a spirit filled, fun filled, 

carefree weekend. Plan to attend and invite a friend, sister, mother or daughter. Reserve your spot now. 

Package includes:  Conference ticket (includes Friday day and evening sessions and Saturday session, bus transportation to St. Paul 

(conference and mall), choice of attending Friday day conference or shopping at Mall of America, Evening meal at hotel between Fri-

day day and evening sessions, hotel accommodations at the Hampton Inn Suites (one night), Continental breakfast Saturday morning, 

box lunch Friday and Saturday noon at conference (lunch on your own Friday noon if you choose to shop at Mall), and Salad for Satur-

day evening meal on bus ride home. 

Total package cost:  3-4 people per room $190 or 2 people per roomð$210.  

Bus leaves Oct. 22 at 5:00 AM SHARP!  Arrive back to Sioux Falls October 23, approximately 10:00 PM.  $90 deposit due upon 

reservation. Check made out to First Reformed Church, 4800 Tomar Road, Sioux Falls, SD 57108.   

If you have any questions, Lisa Drenth @ First Reformed will be happy to answer themð338-1553. 
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From the Desk of Liz 

Youth & Adult 
Events:  
 

 
 
 
 

¶ Sunday School meeting 
Wednesday, May 12, 7-
8pm. 

 

FCA Summer                  
Opportunities : 
 
Summer sports campsð
golf, tennis and soccer in 
Sioux Falls June 7-10.  
Co-ed for ages 10-18. 
1 day FB skills camps in 
late June 
1 day Wrestling skills camp 
July 9 
For more information, check 
out their websites at: 
www.southdakotafca.org 
SE SoDak/SW Minn 
www.southdakotafca.org 
www.fca.org 
 
¶ Inspiration Hills campð

church pays 1/2 of the 
early bird fee. 

¶ VBSðplease get 
your kids signed 
up; We are also 
in great need of 
lesson helpers,  
game leaders/
helpers and clean
-up crews in the 
kitchen. 

 
 

 
Well the trip out to Sully Peaks was a great success this past weekend!  We had a couple of glitches 

with our transportation, but thanks to the Union Baptist Church in Burke, we were able to get to 

and from the lodge without much trouble.  Thanks to everyone who prayed for us.  We really did 

feel Godôs presence out there.  I know He moved in the hearts of the young people.  It was so en-

couraging to see new friendships formed and to watch kids grow closer to God and to each other.  

Thanks also for your prayers for safety.  Itôs a big deal to take that many high school kids on a trip 

in a bus.  We know God was watching out for us.  So thank you!  I would also like to thank Alex 

Heinert and Abbie Coffey for coming along as added adult sponsors.  I literally could NOT do that 

retreat without great people like Abbie and Alex.  They are always so willing to help out, and they 

connect with the kids on a deep level.  Thanks to both of you for giving your weekend to God and 

to the kids!  For those of you who are on Facebook, you can see pictures of the weekend on my 

page. J   

 

The senior high kids should have received a letter in the mail with information about the day trip to 

Valley Fair in June.  This trip is open to incoming Freshmen as well as graduating Seniors.  If you 

are a part of Community and I do not have your childôs information, please let me know!  We want 

every high school student to know that he or she is welcome to attend.  That letter also contained 

the new consent/release forms for 2010-2011.  Every student must fill out a new consent form 

every year.  I know itôs a pain, but peopleôs information does change, and we need to make sure we 

are as current as possible especially when it comes to potential hospital care.  Please let me know if 

you have any questions regarding this trip! 

 

I know that on Sunday, Clyde encouraged all of you to seriously think about being a part of this 

upcoming Sunday School meeting.  Do you find yourself forcing your kids to go to Sunday 

School?  Do they complain?  Do they like parts of it but not all of it?  If this sounds like you and 

your children then I NEED you to come to this meeting.  The model that we use for Sunday School 

is literally about 200 years old.  Iôm not saying that itôs badébut it is 2010. J   I think itôs time to 

honestly look at how we do Sunday School.  We have so many children in this church, and I 

strongly believe that God is giving us an opportunity to tweak our Sunday School hour in order to 

more effectively teach our children about God.  You donôt need to come with solutions or ideas 

(although if you have thoughts, Iôm more than willing to listen).  I really just want you to come and 

offer your input about the current Sunday School setup.  I donôt want this to be a time of criticism 

but rather a time of input.  Letôs talk openly and honestly about how you and your children view 

Sunday School.  The date and time for this meeting will be Wednesday, May 12th from 7-8 pm.  

I want to honor your time, so I will work very hard to keep this meeting at an hour.  I know it will 

take time to implement new ideas, but I think itôs extremely important to always be thinking about 

how we can better meet the needs of our kids.  So please consider coming to this meeting.  Iôd love 

to see 100 or more people there!  Letôs be thinking and prayingé 

 

VBS is literally a matter of weeks away!  The sign-up table is in the narthex.  VBS is June 6-10.  I 

know we have a great need for the lesson leaders.  Donôt let this scare you!  The lessons are already 

written out.  All you need to do is present them to the groups of kids.  And you can choose to teach 

one day or several days!  Please pray about giving us a hand there. 

 

Would anyone be willing to be the contact person for carpooling to and from Inspiration Hills for 

camp this summer?  If this is you, please contact me! 

 

I think thatôs it for me this week. 

 

Until next time, 

 

Liz 
youthpastor@communityrc.org 

mailto:youthpastor@communityrc.org
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 Haiti Mission 
 

An email received January 14: 

 

Reformed Church World Service has responded with an initial 

contribution of $10,000 to earthquake relief efforts in Haiti. 

 

Pray for the people of Haiti, especially for those who are injured, 

homeless, or have lost loved ones. Pray also for the hundreds of 

rescue workers and disaster recovery personnel. 

 

Donate to provide water, blankets, temporary shelter, and food to 

the tens of thousands who are homeless. 

 

The initial support is directed through the RCAôs partner, 

Church World Service (CWS)), which has staff permanently 

placed in Haiti and the Dominican Republic and therefore is able 

to mobilize quickly. In the early days of the response, CWS will 

be providing blankets, water, and hygiene and baby kits. 

 

We are emptying our warehouse in Maryland.  Weôre intending 

to ship over 25,000 hygiene kits and several thousand baby kits.  

Thatôs almost everything weôve got.  Thereôs a desperate need to 

replenish our supplies. I urge churches and individuals who are 

seeking a way to help to put these kits together and ship them to 

us as soon as possible.ò 

 

We are taking a mission offering for Haiti the rest of the month 

and will divide it to the RCWS and to Pam P 
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                        RICKY SKAGGS MISSION CONTINUED  

MISSIONS NURSERY NEWS 

 

 

Celebrating New Life!  
 

Peter 1:3-5  
Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Je-

sus Christ! In his great mercy he has given us 

new birth into a living hope through the resurrec-

tion of Jesus Christ from the dead, and into an 

inheritance that can never perish, spoil or fadeð

kept in heaven for youé 

 

While your child is in the nursery we will offer them a great opportu-

nity to learn about the new life that is happening all around them. The 

trees are sprouting leaves, the flowers are blooming, the birds are 

chirping and creating new life. The spring time is a great time for us to 

discuss all these changes happening around us and to point them out to 

our children. We can relate these events to the life that God has given 

us through the birth and resurrection of Jesus. 

 

Please look for a posted lesson plan in the nursery. There is a list of 

books you can reference to discuss the themes with your child and 

most of the books are available at your local library. 

 

We also offer your children a time to play in a great environment and 

get to know the other children in our church family. We provide en-

gaging activities to keep children of any age interested and entertained. 

 

We hope your child can join us in the nursery this month and learn 

about New Life! 

 

Angie Bares, Spiritual Growth Nursery Coordinator & Nursery Team 

 

 

                  RICKY SKAGGS  

 MISSION STATEMENT  
FOLLOWING BY FAITH, NOT BY FEELINGS 

 

 A  few years ago I was a country music artist on a 

secular record label. I had been sensing that the 

Lord was saying to me, "I want you to be where 

hurting people are, to be where people need to 

hear of My love." And I wanted to conduct busi-

ness from a Christian perspective. 

 

It was at this point we decided to start our own 

family record company. We dedicated everything 

we did to the Lordðwe wanted to give Him all 

the honor and glory. 

 

I cut my band from 15 musicians to 8. I got rid of 

a tractor-trailer and a bus. We didn't need a huge 

stage full of amps and drums and pianos and elec-

tric equipment to put on a show. 

 

(Continued at the bottom of this page) 

 

 In our family-run business we can go off the beaten path. We can go to the high schools. We can go to hospitals or to 

churches. We go anywhere that God wants to send us. Sometimes He uses us to sow seeds at a country fair or even at a 

casino. Some Christians may be embarrassed to be seen in a casino, but many people there need to hear the Word of 

God. 

 

Our bluegrass sound draws unbelievers, but when they get to our show, they hear the Gospelðwhether it's the words in the song of the 

words I say between songs, somehow they will be confronted with the Gospel. 

 

In the beginning, the enemy was in my ear: "What kind of Christian are you to let people go? What happens if this doesn't work out? You 

won't be able to make a real living doing this." 

 

But God kept saying, "Trust Me." 

 

I found that feelings don't have anything to do with faith. Jesus probably didn't feel like going to the cross, but He knew that it was the 

right thing to do. For Him, obedience outweighed sacrifice. His obedience is an example for me to live by. 

 

Ricky Skaggs   

 
May Mission of the Month is for Youth 

CampsðInspiration Hills & Camp Judson. 

 

Union Gospel Mission Love Gift for April  

is pasta.  There is a basket in the coatroom 

where you can bring your love gift. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

http://christianity.about.com/od/christiandoctrines/a/newbirth.htm



